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CENTRAL FAX CENTER N*. r\ * 

DEC 0 7 2005 



in the United states patent and trademark office 

Applicants): Douglas Reynolds, et aL 

Tftte SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR FACILITATING A CUSTOM RING IN 

CONNECTION WITH A CALL 

App. No.: 10/774,351 Filed: February 5, 2004 

Examiner: Gerald Gauthier Group Ait Unit: 2645 

Atty.Dkt.No.: 1033-LB1011 Customer No.: 34456 



Commissioner for Patents 
POBox 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

DECLARAIHON UNDER 37 C.F.R § 1-131 
As a below named inventor, 1 hereby declare that: 

1. Our residences, post office addresses, and citizenship are as stated below next to our 
names, 

2. We believe we are the original* first and joint inventors of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for wbich a potent id sought. 

3. The conception of the subject matter which is claimed within the originally filed claims 
(herein "the Original Claims") jand for which a patent is sought occurred in the United 
States of America before August 7, 2003, which is the filing date of tLS> Patent 
Application Publication Number 2005/003 1 106A1. A copy of invention disclosures is 
attached as Exhibit A. 

4. At least one of the invention disclosures corresponding to the abovcidentified patent 
application was received by SBC Knowledge Ventures, Inc^ on or about August 8, 2003. 

5. A patent committee reviewed disclosures corresponding to the above-identified patent 
application and decided to file, a patent application, which was subsequently prepared and 
filed as the above-identified patent application, on or about September 30, 2003. 

6. A file corresponding to the abovc4dent3fied patent application was docketed by ToIer 9 
Larson & Abel LLP, on or about October 14 3 2003. A copy of docketing notation 5s 
attached as Exhibit B. 

7. A conference between Mr. Russell White of Toler, Laison & Abel and Mr. Douglas 
Reynolds regarding the disclosures and preparation of the above-identified patent 

IttS-Lmoil CFR 1 131 Dectonlion <foe Page 1 US App NO I 10/774,351 



PAGE 13133 * RCVD AT 12/7/2005 12:16:34 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/29 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:512 327 5452 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-54 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



DEC' 7. 200&' 11 :30AM TL&A 512-327-5452 



NM286 p P. 14/33 



Patent 



application occurred on or about January 12, 2004. A copy of a time listing for the patent 
application is attached as Exhibit C. 

8. A draft of the above-identified patent application including the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent id sought was provided to the inventors via an email dated 
January 15, 2004. A copy of this email is attached as Exhibit D„ 

9. A follow-up email regarding the draft recited in Paragraph 8 was provided to the 
inventors via an email dated January 26, 2004. A copy of this email is attached as 
Exhibit E. 

1 0* Comments regarding the draft recited in Paragraph 8 were provided from Mr, Douglas 
Reynolds to a legal representative of the Assignee on February 4, 2004. A copy of this 
email is attached as Exhibit F k 

1 L The above-identified patent application was filed two days later on February 6 9 2004 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further mat these 
statements were made with the knowledge thai willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, of both, under 1SU.S.C. 1001 and mat such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of die application or airy patent issued thereon. 



1 Given Name (first end middle fif onyfl 


Family TOomc or StirjisJnc 




Reynolds 


Invented 
Signature 




Date 






City: Austin 1 Stale; TX 


1 Country; US 


1 Citizenship: US 


Post Office Address I $701 BluDstouc Cove, #5206 


CHy: Austin 


1 Siate;TX 


| ZIP: 7575^ 


1 Conitfry: US 



Name of Second Inventor. 



Q jven Nanny (first and diddle [Ifarryj] ■ 



Aaron 



Bangor 



rsmfly Name or Surname 



IflvejiloPs 



Dine 



Residence 



CiLy. Austin 



Post Office Address 1 8518 Cahffl Drive, #39 
City: Austin i Stale: IX 



I Stote TX I Country: US 



I gfcgnshfp: US 



\ Comiiry: US 
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flan» of Third fo vector 



GNttl Jhmfc (first Mid ttiddle \'sf 


Family Name or Surname 


Jeffrey U 


Brandt 


Inventor's 
Signature 




Date 




Residence 


CSty: Cedar Park f Slate: TX 1 Country: US 1 Citizenship'. US 


Posi Office Addftes J SOX Forest Trail 


Cf ty: Outer Park f Slate: TX 


IZIP:7W13 ICoumrr.US 
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US App.No: 10/774,151 
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CONHDENTJAL ( completed) 

Solaty hfiat bf SBG Employees Nvtto h$V* 3 heed Id fcft&n. 
Not to t» rCseleaad Id *f U; &d by any nlha-pa rrai vw?thoulu&iraiJtooiJ5!6non 



UE&AL DEPT. USE ONLY 



Disclosure No*; / ft / ^ 


Date: ' 


Potent Committee AcGon 



Invention Disclosure Form 

What can we call your invention? (1 0 words or less) 

Method for VoIP Custom Ringing and Identification 

Who do you think contributed to t hfe conception erf your invention? 

List yourself and the peopj* who may be inventors. (Use additional sheets if necessary) 



Dqqq Reynolds 



Name Printed 
Current Stw: Employee? S Yes □ No 



Telephone Number 
Aaron Bangor . 



Telephone Number 
JeffJBrandt 



Nemo Printed 
Durrani SBC Euipioyea7 



g| Yes D No 



Telephone Number 



Signal 



Name Printed 
Current SBC Employee? IS Yes □ No 



Business Unit 
fax Number 

lature * * 



Signature 



Crate 



Busloess Ufirt 

512^7,^^91 _ _ 



Fax Number 




SBCTeehnolpo* Resources. Inc. Akfetin. TX 
Business Upft 

512-37%-g Zgl 

Fax Number 



Who will be the point of contact for further Information? 

Name: Douot 



Telephone: ?ifrq7fr5799 
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4. What is your invention? Pleasfe attach additional sheets (as much as you feel Is 

necessary) to describe your concepts - flow charts and/or block diagrams can be very 
helpful. In preparing this description, try to address the following: 

a) What have others done in the past (or, do now) - I.e. what Mthe prpblem 

that was solved? * 1 

b) What makes your invention new or different from what was done before - 

he, what Is your solution? 

c) What makes your invention better than what was done before? 

Voice over IP (VoIP) allows for many Ways to accomplish traditional telephony operations 
in new and interesting ways* One of the most traditional aspects of telephony has been the 
concept of the ringing telephone, in the past the telephone ring was primarily limited by 
technology. With current technology, as many wireless handset manufacturers have shown, 
this Is no longer the case. Emerging technologies could allow for rethinking of traditional 
telephony to improve on existing traditional interfaces. 

This method would allow for a tustom ring tone to be sent to a called party 
communication device alongside of or included within the VoIP packets themselves. The 
caller would have the ability to preprogram their VoIP CPE to send a customized ring ton.es 
When calling other, technically capable, parties, They also would have the ability to record 
short identification messages prior to making the call to be played in place of traditional ring 
tones. The called party would hear this customized ring tone or verbal message in place of 
their default ringing option. The ring tone would be any standardized sound file (e.g. mp3 r 
WAV, etc) and thus could be anything from music to a verbal message. The quality and 
darity of fch$ sound file could also be adjusted to reduce bandwidth issues based on network 
conditions. In addition called partfes would have the option of disabling the option on their 
CPE bo reduce unwanted or annoying custom ring tones with the additional ability to block* 
custom ring tone from specific callers. 

This method would allow for a greater flexibility in caller identification as well as 
expanded personal preferences for telephony options. Callers would have the ability 
customize the caller identification r via ring tone If the caller Is not calling from their normally 
identified telephone line. An additional benefit would be that business could customize and 
brand ring tones to both Identify and increase brand recognition. Overall this method would 
be a competitive advantage that offers solutions to a variety of telephony Issues. 



5. Please complete the attached evaluation matrix, 

6, Two witnesses (who are not inventors) must attest to the fact that they read and 
understand the attached description. The Witnesses must sign below and initial and 
date , epch page, of the attached description. 



WlinSs Nam? 



******** 



Wilness Name 
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Caller Ie asked Ef 
ihsywianta record 
rdafYlIficaliDn 
announcement 



Oallted Party h 
notified ot InramrnQ 
eaU be recorded 
announcement as ring 
(roe 



CaEei Party i* roBfed of 
mcamlnjj can by pre- 
.definqd recanted 
announcement as ring 




Handle as 
norrndlyldaninisd 
call 



5. 
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Dale: < ^ " 


Patent Committee Atlion 



Invention Disclosure Form 

Whai can we call your invention? (1 0 words or less) 

Method for Allowing Custom Ring Notification for Voice over IP Telephony, 

Who do you ihjnk contributed to the conception of your invention? 

list yourself and the people who may be inventors. {Use additional sheets if necessary) 



Na/ilS Printed 
Current SBC Employee? 
512-372-5799 


H Yes 


□ No 


Telephone Number 






_ _Aaron_B_anaor 






Name Printed 
current SBC Employee? 
512-372-5732 


■ 

IS Yes 


□ No 


Telephone Number 


Name Pnntod 

Current S6C Employes? 


D Yes 


□ No 



Date 

SgCTsfrnoW RRsoiirrre. Inc. Austin. fy 
Business Unit 

5^^-37^5791 

Fax Number 



Signature / 



Date 



Business Unit 
Fax Number 



'Signature 
Business \Sr&\ 



Pate 



Telaphone Number 



Fax Number 



a. Who will be the point of contact f of further information? 
Noma; Dong fiovnoJcts _ _ 



Telephone: ( 



r 51 2-372-5799 
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4. What is your invention? Please attach additional sheets (as much as you feel fe 
necessary) to describe your concepts - flow charts and/or block diagrams can be very 
helpful. In preparing this description, try to address the following: 

a) What have others done In the past (or, do now) - I.e. what Js,the problem 

that was solved? 

b) What makes your invention nsxi or different from what Was done before - 

ue, what is your solution? 
C) What makes your invention better than what Was dona before? 

Current telephone ring options are either predefined by equipment manufactures or by 
switch based methods with few available options. The ability to customize ringing tones or 
notifications is primarily available With Wireless handsets at this time. With Voice over IP 
(VoIP) this limitation may no longer be the case, VoIP Would allow fbr greater flexibility on 
assigning ringing tones as well as giving new options for incoming call notification. 

This method would allow for IP telephony CPE (whether fixed, wireless, or PC based) to 
customize the ringing sound fbr the telephone. The ringing sound could be recorded at Che 
device iteeff via microphones, or downloaded from remote sites. The ringing sounds would 
be stored as a standard electronic sound file (WAV, MP3, etc) and need not be limited to 
traditional ringing tones. Voice, music, or any other identifying sound could be used. In 
addition to using a customized ring the method would allow for multiple ring sounds/files to 
be assigned to a single telephony device based on user defined incoming call characteristics. 
Differing ringing sounds could be assigned to distinguish telephone user, incoming caller 
(based on CIO Information) call line, member(s) of a hunt group, or any Other user specified 
incoming call attributes. The sounds could be recorded/downloaded and conditions for their 
use could be specified via a built in interface (Graphical or IVR) or remotely via a software 
client In addition multiple sound files could be used to identify calls that satisfy several 
conditions. An example of this would be that all Incoming calls ring with the assigned user's 
name as well as Che incoming call type. 

This Method would be of great value In smalKo-large business settings where multiple 
ringrng phones could be difficult td distinguish. By adding this flexibility the method would 
allow for an easily customizable ability to distinguish between separate ringing telephones 
as well as between individual calls and call types. This would greatly expand the value of 
current custom ringing options as well as offering new capabilities customers. 

5. Please complete the attached evaluation matrix, 

6. Two witnesses (Who are not inventors) must attest to the fact that they read and 
vncjerst^nd the attached description. The Witnesses must sign below and Initial and 
date each page, of the attached description. 

Witness Nams ~ "^"^ "***" 



Wllness 



(prbGo™ /£Locu-<§s /^c/^r /ftltecsf J 

tN£h&^ Signature ' ' / 
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Pia Lorenzana 
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Frcn,; Pi a Ixmnzana tptorenzan^lplegaisavic^.co,,,^,, berra rf of Pfc, Lorsnzana ~~ 

Sent Thursday, January 1 6, 2004 6:45 PM 

Subject LB101] 
Our Fife No,: 1033-LB1011 

Dear Mr. Reynold Mr. Bangor & Mr. Brandt, 
Pia R Lorenzana 

- Assistant to Russell W. White Esct 
wces,cum 




Toter Larson & Abel LLP 

5000 Plaza on toe Uke. Surte 265 

Ausfin, Texas 78740 

Ph. 512-327-5515 

Fax 512-327-5452 

wwvw-tfa-Iaw.com 

CONFIDHWIALITV NOT7CE 

uansmissiwi In error, and dsfelo thfe mearags along with my albaed p nmea " ease no| V 118 tomadbtely it yen (rave received inis 



1/26/2004 
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Grace Adame 



from: Grace Adame [gatJams@i p I B galeefvfcss com] " 
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2004 1220" PR/J 

Dear Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Bangor, and Mr. Brandt, 

l ^^^^ B ^^^"^^^^ Pleasure.* us if we can 
Thank you, 
Grace Adams 

AssisfanHo Jeffrey G. Toter T Esq, 

Grace Adame 

Administrator 




Toler Larson & Abel LLP 

5000 Plaza on tfae Lake, $ujte 265 

Austin, Texas 78746 

Ph, 512^327-6515 

Fax 512-327-5452 

CONFmENlTALTrY NOTICE 



1/26/2004 
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Grace Adame 



From: REYNOLDS, DOUGLAS F (SBCSI) fdJ9S73@Ebc.oom} ~ ~ 
Sent Wednesday. Febiuary 04, 2004 1 1:51 AM 
To: 'Grace Adams' 
Subject: RE LB1011 and LB1013 

Grace, 

Sony for the delay in getting these to you. 
Hear areth&sfigfrtiy revised documents. 

Thanks, 

Doug 

—Original Messag'e—— 

From: GteceAdeme fiTiaflCD:gacSamfe@fpJegQlservfces.coml 
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2004 12:20 PM 

^Swil D SlO F X3 CSBCSl5; BmG ° K MR ° N ^^(SBOABS) 
Dear Mr. ReynoHs, Mr. Bangor. ancJMr. Brandt 

25$ j£SJ mentioned appfcatons, pi easefeel ^ to ^ „ a tf 

Thank you, 
Grace Acfeme 

Assistant to Jeffrey G. To!er\ Esq. 

Gract Adame 
Administrator 




TgJerUusoD&AbcaLLP 

5000 Plaza on tbc Late, Suite 265 

Atiscb, Texas 78745 

*h- 512-327-5515 

Fax 5 12-327-5452 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 

^n^^l"? ^L*!-^ . dTCU "» llE comauHinTannndon from to fc* offices of Toter Larson & Abel LLP, uxd tin coofidcnliBJ ood 
2/4/2004 
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